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more Americans have chosen to receive hu-
mane and cost-effective hospice care. In re-
cent years, it has become clear that certain
technical changes are necessary in the Medi-
care hospice benefit not only to protect bene-
ficiaries but to ensure that high quality and
cost-effective hospice services continue to be
available.

The Medicare Hospice Benefit Amendments
of 1997, will make six technical changes to the
Medicare hospice benefit.

First, the bill restructures the hospice benefit
periods. Under current law, the patient’s at-
tending physician and the hospice medical di-
rector must certify that the patient electing
hospice care in lieu of other Medicare services
is terminally ill—defined as having a prognosis
of 6 months or less to live if the illness runs
its normal course. There are four benefit peri-
ods, with recertifications of terminal illness by
the hospice physician at the beginning of
each. The first two periods last 90 days, the
third is 30 days, and the fourth is of unlimited
duration.

If a beneficiary revokes a hospice election
during a benefit period, the remaining days in
that period are forfeited. This existing structure
is especially troubling for patients who with-
draw from hospice during the fourth hospice
period because they then forfeit their ability to
elect hospice services in the future. Thus, a
patient who goes into remission and is no
longer eligible for hospice because his or her
life expectancy exceeds 6 months, is not able
to return to hospice when his or her condition
worsens. Our bill would correct this problem
by restructuring the benefit periods so that
there would be two 90-day periods, followed
by an unlimited number of 60-day periods.
This would also result in more frequent re-
evaluation of patients who outlive their original
prognosis.

Second, our bill clarifies that additional Med-
icare services are available—in addition to
those specifically required by the hospice
rules—when these services are a necessary
component of the plan of care. This amend-
ment is consistent with current HCFA policy.
The existing statute is ambiguous because the
beneficiary must waive coverage under part B
for most services when they are related to the
terminal illness, but some items are not clearly
listed as part of the hospice benefit. For exam-
ple, diagnostic tests and radiation therapy are
not listed in the definition of hospice care, but
occasionally the hospice team may agree with
the attending physician that these services are
necessary to manage the patient’s terminal ill-
ness. Our bill would ensure that the hospice
would be able to provide the appropriate care
and that beneficiaries would not be liable for
the costs of that care.

Third, our bill amends the core services re-
quirement to allow hospices to contract for
physician services with independent contractor
physicians or physician groups. HCFA has in-
terpreted the existing statute as requiring a
W–2 employer/employee relationship between
the hospice and its medical director and other
staff physicians. This raises corporate practice
of medicine problems in some States, and it is
increasingly difficult for hospices to recruit
part-time physician employees as the trend to-
ward physician groups continues.

Fourth, the bill allows waivers of certain
staffing requirements for rural hospices to be
granted. Some hospices in rural areas have
difficulty becoming Medicare-certified because

of shortages of certain professionals. Cur-
rently, approximately 80 percent of hospices
are Medicare-certified or pending certification.

Fifth, our bill amends the so-called waiver of
liability provisions to protect the beneficiary if
a hospice claim is denied by Medicare be-
cause the terminal illness eligibility require-
ment allegedly was not met. While this bill
does not reinstate the waiver of liability pre-
sumption under which providers with low error
rates were paid before 1996, waiver of liability
for hospice reasonable and necessary denials
is still available on a case-by-case basis. This
means that the hospice may appeal the deni-
als and the beneficiary is not liable for pay-
ment. The same process and protection are
needed for denials based on 6-month progno-
sis issues.

Last, our legislation allows HCFA to set doc-
umentation requirements for physician certifi-
cations. Currently, the statute requires that pa-
perwork documenting the physician certifi-
cation of a patient’s terminal illness be com-
pleted within a certain number of days of the
patient’s admission to hospice. This bill will
eliminate the strict statutory requirements and
give HCFA the discretion, as it currently has
with home health certifications, to require hos-
pice certifications to be on file before a Medi-
care claim is submitted.

In summary, the Medicare Hospice Benefit
Amendments of 1997 is very similar to the bill
we introduced last year. The major difference
is that we dropped a provision in the 1996 leg-
islation to extend the presumption of the waiv-
er of liability that CBO scored with a budget
impact. Therefore, our new bill should be reve-
nue neutral. This Medicare Hospice Benefit
Amendments of 1997 is noncontroversial and
is needed to ensure that we have a smoothly
operating Medicare hospice benefit for our Na-
tion’s seniors. I look forward to working with
my colleagues to enact this legislation in this
Congress.
f
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Mr. POSHARD. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the dedication and accomplishments
of Mr. Bob Ferguson of Flora, IL. Born and
raised in that community, Bob has devoted his
entire life to helping his friends and neighbors
in various capacities and has become the
standard by which such service is measured.
Last November Bob was named as the 1996
Citizen of the Year by the Flora Chamber of
Commerce, and I would like to extend my con-
gratulations in regard to this honor as well as
my thanks for his years of selflessness.

Bob Ferguson understands the meaning of
the word commitment. He exemplifies it, as his
life has been a series of enduring relation-
ships. After serving his country in the U.S.
Navy, Bob married his wife Shirley in 1949
and has raised two daughters and been
blessed with six grandchildren. He worked for
the U.S. Postal Service for 32 years while also
serving as Flora City commissioner for over 12
years. His list of achievements in the commu-
nity is too large to list in its entirety, but a
sampling of its diversity is telling: Assistant

Bible school superintendent with the First
Christian Church, original organizer and board
member of the Flora Bank & Trust, a charter
member of the Clay County Historical Society,
member of the Flora Elks Lodge, the Amer-
ican Legion, the VFW, Freemasonry, Clay
County Shrine Club, and other like organiza-
tions, and cochairman of the Clay County Red
Cross financial drive. His willingness to help
when asked and his ability as a fundraiser and
civic leader should inspire everyone who does
not think they can make a difference through
volunteering. Not only did he participate on the
behalf of numerous worthy causes, but he di-
rected his special talents to make these efforts
especially fruitful. A person’s time and energy
are often the most valuable gifts they have to
give, and in Bob’s case it has resulted in a
profound impact on an immeasurable number
of lives.

Mr. Speaker, as a public servant, I am ex-
tremely moved by the unselfish acts of others.
Bob Ferguson is not only a good friend of
mine and the entire 19th Congressional Dis-
trict of Illinois, but also an exemplary role
model. I hope all of our citizens can follow his
lead and look around them to see where they
can make a difference. It is an honor to rep-
resent Bob in the U.S. Congress.
f
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Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to reintroduce legislation to establish a toll-free
1–800 phone number consumers can call to
get information on products made in America.
Similar legislation I authored was approved
unanimously by the House in both the 103d
and 104th Congress. Unfortunately, the other
body did not act on the bill in either Congress.

My bill directs the Commerce Department to
contract out the program to a private com-
pany. The toll-free number will provide con-
sumers with information on products made in
this country. The bill uses the same definition
for an American-made product that the Fed-
eral Trade Commission uses in determining
uses of ‘‘Made in the USA’’ labels. Only those
products with a sale price of $250 or more
would be included in the program. The bill
would subject any companies providing false
information to Federal penalties. One of the
key components of my bill is that the program
would be self-financed through the imposition
of a modest annual registration fee on partici-
pating companies.

I want to emphasize that my bill will not re-
quire the Commerce Department to hire more
people or create a new unit. The only expense
to the Department would be to prepare lan-
guage for the Federal Register and to prepare
bid documents. Let me reemphasize that the
program will be contracted out and run by a
private company. All the program would do is
provide American consumers with information
on what products are made in America.

When making a big purchase, most Ameri-
cans want to buy American. This program will
help them make an informed and patriotic de-
cision. I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this
bill. The text of the bill is as follows:
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